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Series Overview

The feeling of the horse, and quick and correct muscular reflexes in  

response to these feelings, plus consideration of the horse's mentality  

and his physique, constitute what we call equestrian tact.

Vladimir S. Littauer

Common Sense Horsemanship

With Equestrian Tact... will present feature stories rooted in each of 

the internationally contested equestrian disciplines: jumping, 

dressage, eventing, vaulting, endurance, carriage driving, para 

dressage and reining and will introduce audiences to a variety of

other equestrian activities, lifestyles and rituals.

The series has been developed with the assistance of EquiFava, Inc. and 

will premiere in the United States of America in the spring of 2011 on 

.  Placement of the series in additional territories worldwide is 

being actively pursued.

The initial fourteen episodes in the series will include a retrospective 

examination of the highly successful 2010 Alltech FEI World 

Equestrian Games and will give special focus to preparations for the 

2011 FEI world cup finals in jumping, dressage and driving in Leipzig 

(Germany).  

Subsequent series will focus on preparations for equestrian 

competitions at the 2012 Olympic Games in London and the 2014 FEI 

World Equestrian Games in Normandy (France).



To showcase the expanding global appeal of the equestrian sports, and 

to celebrate the diversity of the world equestrian community, the 

series will include coverage from at least one competition or event in 

each of the nine organized regional groups designated by the 

Fédération Equestre Internationale (the International Equestrian 

Federation). The producers believe this is the first time that such a 

global representation of the equestrian sports has been attempted in 

any broadcast format. 

SportsQuest International, LLC

SportsQuest International, LLC (www.SportsQuestInternational.com) 

is a privately held multimedia production company specializing in the 

development and promotion of sports related programming that 

presents positive, informationally rich themes.  The company is widely 

known for its coverage of national and international level 

equestrian events.

http://www.sportsquestinternational.com/


HRTV (www.hrtv.com) is a 24-hour, television-based multimedia 

network dedicated to the "Sport of Kings," horse racing, featuring live 

racing action from many of the sport's greatest racetracks including 

exclusive action from Churchill Downs, home of the Kentucky Derby, 

Pimlico, home of the Preakness Stakes, and the legendary Santa Anita 

Park.  Passionate horse fans are also entertained and informed by 

HRTV's award-winning documentaries, original programming, in-depth 

analysis and now a broad array of equestrian competitions and 

targeted lifestyle programming.  The live stream of HRTV is available 

on a subscription basis at www.hrtvlive.com to high speed Internet 

users worldwide. The HRTV television network is presently available via 

cable, telco video and satellite in approximately 19 million US homes.

EquiFava, inc.

EquiFava, Inc. (www.equifava.org) is a Texas-based non-profit 

organization dedicated to researching and documenting film and 

video from the past century through today focusing on the history, 

knowledge and heritage of the horse and horse cultures throughout 

the world.  The organization is funded through individual and 

corporate sponsorships, donations, grants, subscriber access fees and 

product sales through affiliated enterprise retail websites.  PegasusTV 

provides online access to the EquiFava archives, as well as providing 

private and proprietary channels for organizations and individuals. 

http://www.equifava.org/
http://www.hrtvlive.com/
http://www.hrtv.com/


LEADERSHIP

Melvin H. Cox, Series Creator and Producer

Photo Credit: Eric Luse/San Francisco Chronicle

The managing director and senior producer of SportsQuest 

International, LLC, Melvin cox has spent much of his career in 

pursuit of those compelling stories, sounds, words and images 

which reflect his multifaceted interests in horses, technology, 

sport, international relations and Social equality.

A graduate of the University of California, Santa Cruz, Mr. Cox 

has 'hands-on' expertise in a number of complementary disciplines: 

education, television production, public relations, computer 

technology and database management.  He has taught at the 

secondary and collegiate levels and has successfully organized 

and led documentary production teams on assignment in 

fourteen nations (and counting...)

Since 1996, Cox has produced documentary coverage of 

international equestrian competitions in the united kingdom, 

Germany, Canada, Jamaica and the united states.  

He has worked with the United States equestrian drill 

championship since 2005, and was the event's media coordinator 

for 2010.

http://www.ucsc.edu/public/


Recently released DVD Titles include:

 The Spirit of Aachen   (Producer/Director/Program 

Presenter)

 Yeah, Mon!   Highlights of the 2009 Notting Hill Carnival 

(London) (Producer/Director/Editor)

 John L. Waller: Striving for Equality   (Technical 

Producer/Editor)

Shabbir I. Husain, Associate Producer/Production Manager

Over the past twenty years, Shabbir Husain has worked in the 

computer software and multimedia production industries in a 

variety of professional capacities.  He is currently an Associate 

Producer and Director of Business Affairs for SportsQuest 

International, LLC. 

https://www.createspace.com/282359
https://www.createspace.com/281259
https://www.createspace.com/282950
http://www.sportsquest.tv/Aachen


Mr. Husain holds a BSc degree in Chemical Engineering from 

University College, London (UK) and a Masters degree in 

Computer Science from the University of Texas, Arlington (USA). 

A U.S. Citizen, Shabbir has lived in Bangladesh, India, Pakistan, 

Thailand, the United Kingdom and the United States of America. 

He presently divides his time between the United States and Asia, 

and has taken the lead role in SportsQuest International’s search 

for innovative content from a wide variety of programming 

sources.

His professional interests include animation, multimedia editing, 

software development and testing, technical support, consulting 

and marketing. 

As a member of the SportsQuest International production team 

Shabbir has contributed to documentary coverage of world-

class jumping, dressage and eventing competitions in Europe and 

the United States.  His production credits include coverage of 

the Mitsubishi Motors Badminton Horse Trials, 2004 U.S. Olympic 

jumping Trials, The Royal Windsor Horse Show, CHIO Aachen and 

the 2009 Alltech FEI European Jumping and Dressage 

Championships.

Prior to joining SportsQuest International, Shabbir Husain was 

the founder and CEO of Softbase Technologies, Inc. a technical 

service and recruiting firm with Fortune 500 clients. 

http://www.uta.edu/
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/


Elizabeth Kaye McCall, Writer

Passionate about horses, travel, and entertainment, Elizabeth Kaye 

McCall can be found either in the saddle or trotting the globe 

when not home in California, writing about it.  

The author of The Tao of Horses: Exploring How Horses Guide Us 

on Our Spiritual Path (Adams Media), Elizabeth worked as the 

horse industry liaison for the acclaimed Canadian equestrian 

spectacle Cavalia on its initial North American tour.  

Elizabeth holds a Bachelor's degree from Miami University in 

Oxford, Ohio and a Master's degree from Ryokan College in Los 

Angeles. 

A frequent contributor to both mainstream and equestrian 

media, her articles have appeared in USA Weekend, Los Angeles 

Times, Seattle Post-Intelligencer, Hemispheres, America’s Horse,  

Cowboys & Indians, Dressage Today, Texas Horse Talk, TravelAge 

West, and more. 

Elizabeth handled publicity for the lauded French equestrian 

theater company Zingaro during its only West Coast engagement 

in the United States.  

http://www.ryokan.edu/
http://www.miami.muohio.edu/


She has been a consultant to the award-wining Arabian Nights 

dinner attraction in Orlando, Florida.  Elizabeth contributed to 

the book, The Ultimate Horse Lover, from Health 

Communications, Inc.  

She is the proud owner of an Egyptian Arabian stallion named 

RajaliKa.

Megan Benjamin (USA)
2006 World Equestrian Games 

(WEG) Women's Vaulting Champion 
Photo credit: Bartwig Family/American 

Vaulting Association



SportsQuest.TV Advisory Group

Name: Country: Affiliation:

David M. Talley, ESQ. USA Retired Executive, Fox Television
(Advisory Group Chair)

Mary K.B. Binks Kenya Horse Association Of Kenya

Gary Bonner USA United States Equestrian Drill 
Association

Sultan Darr Brazil Dressage Rider And Coach

Sally L. Lasater USA EquiFava, Inc.

Additional Members TBA

http://www.sportsquest.tv/Aachen


Outreach

Consistent With SportsQuest International, LLC's commitment to the 

expansion of equestrian sports audiences and horse-related business 

opportunities throughout the world, the producers will schedule 

periodic screenings in urban, suburban and rural communities 

throughout the  United States, Canada and other territories. 

These presentations will include:

• Personal appearances by With Equestrian Tact... producers in 

conversation with nationally and internationally known riders, 

drivers, veterinarians, nutritionists and trainers

• Screenings of With Equestrian Tact... episodes, bloopers and 'extra' 

content 

• Question and Answer sessions

• Ticket, DVD and ancillary item giveaways

SportsQuest International, LLC will work with student and 

community groups, riding clubs, faith-based organizations and human 

rights crusades in actively seeking to engage 'non-traditional' 

equestrian sports audiences.



Underwriting opportunities

With Equestrian Tact... offers an attractive, first quality, 'Evergreen' 

platform to underwriters wishing to establish and/or reinforce 

branding which extends beyond the parameters of the standard 30 

second spot.

Via embedded advertising, selective product placements and other 

marketing techniques, corporate and entrepreneurial sponsors are 

encouraged to team with series producers in presenting informative, 

innovative and compelling messages to broadcast, broadband, on-

demand and mobile audiences within the international equestrian 

marketplace.

SportsQuest International is actively looking to partner with 

progressive stakeholders in upping the level of knowledge in a variety 

of equine related areas: health and nutrition, breeding and genetics, 

course design, sports development and others.

The SportsQuest Marketing Team looks forward to working with you 

in the development of individualized programs for the enhanced 

underwriting of this series.

Classes of Sponsorship (2011 Series):

• Global Presenting Sponsor

• Official Partners

• Small Business/Entrepreneurial Sponsors

Kindly Contact SportsQuest International, LLC for full details.



Contacts

General Inquires:

SportsQuest International, LLC

Telephone: 1-702-475-5562

SKYPE: SportsQuest_01

Email: info@SportsQuestInternational.com

mailto:info@SportsQuestInternational.com


Prospective Production Venues – 2011 

Appendix A

Tammy Greaves (United Kingdom) and Jac Wonders Who
(Participants in the 2010 Alltech FEI World Equestrian Games)

Photo Courtesy: John and Patricia Greaves

HM The King's Cup Endurance Sakhir Int'l Endurance
Ride Challenge Village  (Bahrain)

Göteborg Horse Show Göteborg (Sweden)

Balvanera Horse Show Santiago de Querétaro  
(Mexico)

Dubai International Horse Fair Dubai (United Arab Emirates)

Saut Hermés au Grand Palais Paris (France)

Mitsubishi Motors Badminton Badminton, 
Horse Trials Gloucestershire 

(United Kingdom)

Partner Pferd Leipzig (Germany)
FEI World Cup Finals 2011

FEI World Reining Final Malmö (Sweden)



CSI2* Tbilisi Tbilisi (Georgia)

CSIO Rome Piazza di Siena, Rome (Italy)

Internationales Pfingstturnier Wiesbaden (Germany)

Shining Moon Lake Endurance Shining Moon Lake (Japan)

Battle in the Saddle Oklahoma City, OK (USA)

CHIO Aachen and the Aachen (Germany)
Aachen School of Course Design
International Symposium

World Championship of Endurance Bragança Paulista SP (Brazil)
for Juniors and Young Riders

Fáilte Ireland Dublin Horse Show Dublin (Ireland)

Athina Onassis International Rio de Janeiro (Brazil) 
Horse Show

Spruce Meadows Masters Tournament Calgary, Alberta (Canada)

Nairobi WCHA-D Nairobi (Kenya) 
(FEI World Dressage Challenge)

Kapchagay CIC3* Kapchagay (Kazakhstan)

Land Rover/USEA American Chattahoochee Hills 
Eventing Championship Fairburn, Georgia (USA)

Pan American Games Guadalajara (Mexico)

Global Dressage Forum Hooge Mierde (Netherlands)

Australian International Adelaide, SA (Australia)
Three-Day Event

Gucci Masters at Paris (France)
Salon du Cheval de Paris 

Olympia: The London International London (United Kingdom)
Horse Show

[Additional venues tba]

Please Note: Subject to modification



Vital Statistics
Appendix B

Bill Steinkraus (USA)
at CHIO Aachen (1958)

Photo Courtesy: Aachen-Laurensberger Rennverein e.V.  

U.S. Horse Industry Demographics

• There Are 9.2 million horses in the United States

• There are 4.6 million Americans involved in the industry as 
owners, service providers, employees and volunteers.  Tens of 
millions more participate as spectators

• 2 Million people own horses

• The Horse Industry has a direct economic effect on the 
United States economy of $39 billion annually - $102 billion 
when the multiplier effect of industry suppliers and 
employees is taken into account

• The industry directly provides 460,000 full-time equivalent 
(FTE) jobs



• The horse industry pays $1.9 billion in federal, state and 
local taxes

• Over 70 percent of U.S. horse owners live in communities 
with a population of 50,000 or less

• Approximately 34 Percent of horse owners have a household 
income of less that $50,000 and 28 percent have an income of 
over $100,000.  46 percent of horse owners have an income of 
between $25,000 and $75,000

Source: American Horse Council

• The number of farms in the united states grew 4 percent and 
the operators of those farms became more demographically 
diverse between 2002 and 2007

Source: National Agricultural Statistics Service  (NASS) – 2007 Census of Agriculture

• The Rural Lifestyle Market represents 25.86% of all U.S. 
Households, an estimated 69,1 Million persons

• Satellite / Cable TV has a strong penetration of the Rural 
Lifestyle Market at 80%.  Internet also has 80% penetration of 
this market

Source: National Rural Lifestyle Study – National Association of Farm Broadcasters (2006)

Global Focus

• The world's horse population is estimated at 75,000,000

• China not only has the most people in the world, but also 
has the most horses with 10,000,000

• There are over 350 recognized breeds of horses and ponies

Source: Fun Horse Facts - Circle R Ranch.com



• There are 133 National Federations affiliated to the 
Fédération Equestre Internationale

Source: Fédération Equestre Internationale

• Providing employment for an estimated 10,000 persons, 
Tianjin Horse City in China will include an equestrian 
college, feedstuff plant, breeding center, equine hospital, 
and quarantine facility.  Created through an international 
joint venture, the project targets the training of 8,000 
equestrian professionals and will include luxury hotels, 
commercial offices and residential facilities 

Source: Bloomberg Business Week and The Khaleej Times

Nelson Pessoa 
(BRA) and Gran 
Geste at CHIO 
Aachen (1964)
Photo Courtesy: 
Aachen-Laurensberger 
Rennverein e.V.  



North American Equestrian Sports Audience profile

The results of the survey develop a profile of the “Typical” ...  

owner/rider/driver as a well educated, female member of the 

baby-boom generation, who has been riding or driving 

horses for more than ten years.

...She is a property owner, lives on the same property as the 

horses she rides, drives or cares for.  In her household are 

two dogs, three cats and one other pet... and one other 

person who rides or drives.

She wears many hats.  When asked if they were a coach, 

breeder, competitor, pleasure rider, etc., as a means of 

defining participation in the horse industry most survey 

participants chose at least four different categories to 

define their industry role.

Information is the key to her participation in the industry.  

She belongs to at least two different horse-related 

associations, and regularly reads three different horse 

magazines. 

(She) owns a computer, and makes heavy use of the Internet 

to research horse-related information.

Vel Evans, Strategic equine marketing
Canadian horse industry research study
Commissioned by the Canadian Equestrian Federation (1998)

http://www.strategicequine.ca/


News Releases/clippings
Appendix C

http://www.equestrian.com.my/updates/668-international-equine-video-news-magazine-announced


http://www.sportsfeatures.com/presspoint/pressrelease/48826/the-spirit-of-aachen-a-documentary-for-television


http://www.americanhorsepubs.org/news_updates/6402.asp


http://www.americanhorsepubs.org/news_updates/6656.asp


http://www.sportsfeatures.com/presspoint/pressrelease/51765/equestrian-sports-video-magazine-prepares-to-go-global

